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MEMORANDUM FOR COMMANDERS, MAJOR SUBORDINATE COMMANDS 

SUBJECT: Implementation Guidance for Section 2039 of the Water Resources Development 
Act of 2007 (WRDA 2007) - Monitoring Ecosystem Restoration 

1. Section 2039 ofWRDA 2007 directs the Secretary to ensure that when conducting a 
feasibility study for a project (or component of a project) for ecosystem restoration that the 
recommended project includes a plan for monitoring the success of the ecosystem restoration. 
The monitoring plan shall include a description ofthe monitoring activities, the criteria for 
success, and the estimated cost and duration of the monitoring as well as specify that monitoring 
will continue until such time as the Secretary determines that the success criteria have been met. 
Within a period often years from completion of construction of an ecosystem restoration project, 
monitoring shall be a cost-shared project cost. Any additional monitoring required beyond ten 
years will be a non-Federal responsibility. A copy of Section 2039 is enclosed. 

2. Applicability. This guidance applies to specifically authorized projects or components of 
projects as well as to those ecosystem restoration projects initiated under the Continuing 
Authority Program (CAP) or other programmatic authorities. 

3. Guidance. 

a. Monitoring includes the systematic collection and analysis of data that provides 
information useful for assessing project performance, determining whether ecological success has 
been achieved, or whether adaptive management may be needed to attain project benefits. 
Development of a monitoring plan will be initiated during the plan formulation process for 
ecosystem restoration projects or component of a project and should focus on key indicators of 
project performance. 

b. The monitoring plan must be described in the decision document and must include the 
rationale for monitoring, including key project specific parameters to be measured and how the 
parameters relate to achieving the desired outcomes or making a decision about the next phase of 
the project, the intended use(s) of the information obtained and the nature of the monitoring 
including duration and/or periodicity, and the disposition of the information and analysis as well 
as the cost ofthe monitoring plan, the party responsible for carrying out the monitoring plan and 
a project closeout plan. Monitoring plans need not be complex but the scope and duration should 
include the minimum monitoring actions necessary to evaluate success. The appropriateness of a 
monitoring plan will be reviewed as part of the decision document review including agency 
technical review (ATR) and independent external peer review (IEPR), as necessary. The 
estimated cost of the proposed monitoring program will be included in the project cost estimate 
and cost-shared accordingly. 








